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Expert Discusses Stains on 
Slain Jailer’s Shirt 


r-pen.i to Tbt N>w T Timw 

RALLIGH, N.C., Aug. 8 — A 
I New York criminologist testi- 
fied today at the Joan Little 
• murder trial that Clarence T * 
lAllicood. the night jailer at the' 
County Jail, may have} 
• l^m the blood off his 
ore he died. 


jBeaufort 
'tried to < 
body beii 


Herbert Leon MacDonell, pro 
criminalistics ai 
L^mira College and Coniine 
Community College, said that 
light yellow stains on the back 
and shoulder area of Mr. 
A'iigood’s sports shirt “were 
consistent with blood diluted 
with water.” He said the stains 
could have been caused by 
water splashed over the jailer’s 
shoulder as he tried to wash 
his face. 

The testimony is significant 
because it raises the possibility 
• t. ?r the jader was alive --d 
err vc:ou« in the early morning 
hours of Ang. 27, 1974, when 
Miss Little fled the cell where 
she was appealing a breaking! 
and entering conviction, 
j Miss Little has said that she- 
: S °7 - All S^ r5 ciaf ter he as- 
sardted her and attempted o 
iratpe her. 

, Eariier in the dav Mr. Mac- 
(Donell testified that darker* 
.serins found on the lower front 
|area of the slain jailer’s under-! 

; shirt appeared to have been! 

| made bv a “wipe or swipe," 1 
.rather than having come direct- i 
Ity from a^y of the 11 Gt * 
|Wour.us tound on Mr. AJIigoot 


I The Corning. N. Y.. crimir.o- 
was employed in July 
Jhe defense at a cost of 
5l,uC0 to analyze various 
pieces of evidence and to return 
,to testify today as an expert, 
wr-s. Some of his testimony 1 
appeared to contradict earlierl 
prosecution witnesses. 

A forensic chemist with the 
North C a**o , inn State Bureau 
o: fnvo ui;v«ticn, William E.j 

jPearce, said last week that. | 
based on an alignment of holes,’ 
jin both shirts ;md the pattern 
of bloodstains, two buttons of 
Mr. AUigood’s sport shirt had 
been fastened at the time he 
had been stabbed in the chest. 


When Mr. Alligood’s bedy 
was found in Miss Little’s cell.* 
his sports shirt was unbut- 
toned. Mr. Pearce's testimony, 


raised the possibility that the I 

'ciler’s clothing hrd be:n dis- 
turbed or rearranged in the 
:r c of the killing or thereaf- 
ter. 

Mr. MacDonell said today, 
tha: 'he bloodstains indicated 1 
• t the sport shirt <vas unbut-j 
toned whenever the bleeding j 

o!: p’r.rr. rests nflr*? of the*i 
* ion when the wounds were, 
inflicted. 

James Rowan, a defense at-i 
ternev. r.sked Mr. MacDonell 
if he trrught it wcuid be pos- 
sible to r?.!*e fingerprints from 
i.s wooden handle. 

, Before Mr. MacDonell could 
respond. Lester V. Chalmers, 
an assistant state attorney ?e-; 
r.cral who is assisting in thaj 
prosecution, objected, saying* 
that Mr. MacDonell’s expertise 

the area cf fingerprint identi- 
r ^tior. bed net been estab- 
lished. 

Following a statement on his 
background by Mr. MacDon- 
neil. Judge Hamilton H. Hob- 
goed ruled that Mr. MacDonell 
■ f *as an expert in fingerprint 
identification. Mr. MacDonell 
| ucn testified that an ice pick 
! of that kind “could hold two 
or three'' fingerprints. From 
these finoerprir.ts, he said, it 
might have been possible to 
determine who, if anyone, had 
held the tool before it was 
found in the hand of the dead 
jailer. 

Two local police officers had: 
testified for the prosecution! 
that the handle would not have 
provided fingerprints, so that; 
one of the officers had taken 
it from Mr. Alligood’s right 
hand and had given it to the I 
other, who placed it in his 
back pocket. 


